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CxENTLEMEN, 

I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  Healtli  of  the  District  for  the  year  ending^  31st 
D  ecember,  1937. 

Area.  Although  the  Borough  covers  an  area  ot  17,680 
acres,  the  Town  itself  covers  300  acres  only. 

Population.  Census  of  1931  was  9,611. 

Estimated  1937,  9,880. 

Inhabited  Houses.  Number  in  1937  was  2,918. 
Rateable  Value  is  ^^60,555. 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate.  ;^^238  3s.  4d. 
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Social  Conditions.  No  important  change  in  1937. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 


Total. 

Males. 

Female*. 

Live  ( 

Legitimate 

II4 

59 

55 

Birth  Rate  : 

Births  ( 

Illegitimate 

2 

0 

2 

11*7  per  1000 

Still  Births 

4 

2 

2  1 

Rate  per  1000 

Total  Births  34*4 

Deaths 

122 

66 

56 1. 

Crude  Death  Rate  : 

I2’3  per  1000 

Coinpai  ability  Factor:  o‘79. 

Corrected  Death  Rate  :  9*7  per  1000. 

Deaths  fr(’)m  Pregnancy  and  Childbirth,  o  ;  Puerperal 
Sepsis  o  ;  other  causes  o.  Rate  per  1000  births  o 

I^eath  rate  of  Infants  under  i  year  of  age.  All  infants 
per  1000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  34’4 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000,  legitimate  live  births  26*2 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1000,  illegitimate  live  births  500 


Deaths  from  Measles  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  Whooping  Cough  ...  Nil 

,,  Diarrhoea  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  Cancer  ...  ...  15 


ddie  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  I2’4,  and 
the  Birth  Rate  I4‘9.  The  Infantile  Death  Rate  for  England 
atid  Wales  was  58  per  1,000  live  Births. 

There  has  been  no  unusual  nor  excessive  mortality 
during  the  year. 
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The  following'  is  a  list  of  the  causes  of  Death  during 
the  year  : — 


Typhoid  Fever,  etc. 

JM 

O 

F 

0 

Measles 

o 

0 

Influenza 

3 

5 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

I 

I 

Other  Tuberculosis 

0 

0 

Syphilis 

I 

0 

Gen.  Paralysis  of  Insane,  etc. 

o 

0 

Cancer 

8 

7 

Diabetes 

o 

I 

Cerebral  Haeinorrhage 

2 

0 

Heart  Disease 

15 

17 

Aneurysm 

0 

0 

Other  Circulatory 

7 

5 

Bronchitis 

5 

I 

Pneumonia 

2 

2 

Other  Respiratory 

0 

0 

Peptic  Ulcer 

0 

0 

Diarrhoea  (over  2  years) 

0 

0 

Appendicitis 

I 

2 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

0 

0 

Other  Liver  Diseases 

0 

0 

Other  Digestive 

0 

0 

Nephritis 

8 

2 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

0 

0 

Senility 

4 

6 

Suicide 

0 

I 

Ill  Defined  Causes 

0 

0 

Other  Violence 

3  .. 

I 

Premature  Birth  ... 

3 

2 

Other  Defined  Causes 

3 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

1 —  NursIxMG  in  the  Home.  No  chang^e. 

2— -Th  ere  are  no  Mid  wives  practising  in  the  Area,  other 
than  the  two  district  nurses. 

3 —  ^Laboratory  Facilities — Clinical  material  in  Throat 
Swabs.  Sputum  are  examined  at  the  County  Laboratory. 

4 —  Hospitals.  There  are  two  in  the  Area.  The 
Tiverton  Joint  Hospital,  which  admits  cases  of  Diphtheria, 
Scarlet  F'ever  and  Typhoid — Accommodation  has  been  ade¬ 
quate  during  1937. 

Tiverton  and  District  Hospital.  Admits  cases,  chiefly 
Surgical,  arising  in  Tiverton  and  the  Rural  District. 
Accommodation  has  at  times  been  inadequate  and  a  scheme 
for  extension  is  tiow  in  progress. 

5  —  In  connection  with  the  above  Hospital  an  Up-to- 
date  Maternity  Home  is  now  functioning  satisfactorily. 
This  will  accommodate  6  patients  in  the  General  Ward 
and  3  in  Separate  Private  Rooms.  There  is  also  special 
prcu'ision  for  dealing  with  infected  cases. 

6  —  Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers. 
None  in  the  Area, 

7—  Ambulance  F'aciltties.  No  change. 

8 —  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres  : — 

Out-patient  departments  (under  control  of  the 
Local  Authority) — Nil. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  and  Anti- 
Natal  Clinic.  This  Clinic  is  open  once  weekly. 
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The  attendances  for  1937  were  as  follows  - 
Total  infants  attending^  for  first  time  ...  ...  65 

,,  children,  i  to  5  years,  attending  for  first  time  ...  16 

Number  on  Register  at  end  of  year  —  Mothers  ...  151 

,,  ,,  ,,  Infants  ...  92 

,,  ,,  ,,  1  to  5  years  ..  ‘59 

Number  of  attendances  during  1937 — Expectant  Mothers  4 
,,  ,,  ,,  Mothers  ...  1356 

,,  ,,  ,,  Infants  ...  714 

,,  ,,  ,,  I  to  5  years  ...  687 

'fhe  Mothers  and  Children  have  had  supervision  and 
advice  both  at  the  Welfare  weekly  by  the  Medical  Officer 
and  the  Health  Visitor,  and  in  their  houses  by  the  Health 
Visitor.  Simple  treatment  has  been  given  where  considered 
sufficient,  in  other  cases  the  mothers  were  referred  to  their 
private  doctor  for  treatment. 

Orthopedic  Clinic.  Attendances  at  this  Clinic 
during  1937  were  the  largest  yet  reached,  947,  an  increase 
of  nearly  200  over  last  year. 

The  number  of  children  treated  remained  practically 
the  same  as  the  3^ear  before,  but  the  number  of  adult 
patients  showed  a  slight  fall. 

The  increased  attendance  has  made  it  necessary 
sometimes  to  hold  an  afternoon  session  on  the  surgeon’s 
monthly  visit  as  well  as  the  usual  morning  one.  There 
have  not  been  so  many  admissions  to  Hospital  this  year, 
but  this  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  ever-growing  waiting 
list  at  the  Princess  Elizabeth  Hospital. 
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Nainber  on  Register,  31/12/36  .  .  ...  138 

3112/37...  ...  136 

discharged  during  year  ...  70 

rransterred  to  Hospital  and  Convalescent 

Home  ...  ..  ..  23 

Number  of  attendances  ..  ...  947 

Average  attendance  per  session  ...  i8‘6 

New  Cases  : — Infants — Tuberculosis  ...  o 

Other  Diseases  .. .  ...  9 

School  Age — T.B.  ..  o 

Other  D  iseases  ...  22 

Adults  —  T.B.  ...  ..  3 

Oth  er  Di  seases  ...  ...  34 

In  Hospital,  31/12/37  ..  ..  3 

Under  Treatment  ...  ...  128 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water  Supply.  Each  month,  as  requested  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  the  three  water  supplies  of  Tiverton 
have  been  subjected  to  bacteriological  analysis. 

Also  at  the  request  of  the  Ministry  modern  chlorinating 
plant  is  to  be  installed  at  all  scources  of  supply  in  place 
ot  the  present  temporary  arrangement  which  employs 
bleaching  powder. 

A  scheme  for  solving  the  water  problem  for  Tiverton 
is  at  present  under  discussion  and  should  take  shape 
during  1938. 

The  present  scources  will  be  utilized  ;  a  reservoir 
being  placed  at  a  higher  level  than  the  present  works. 
Provision  will  be  made  for  pumping  water  from  the  Kxe 
during  times  of  shortage. 

d'he  provision  of  pressure  filters  should  effect  an  enormous 
Improvement  on  the  purity  of  the  water  supply  but  it 
must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  first  principle  in  providing 
a  pure  water  supply  is  to  prevent  contamination.  It  is 
hoped  that  every  effort  will  be  made  in  this  direction. 
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Water  Extension.  905  yards  of  4in.  main.  Belmont 
Road  to  Council  Gardetis. 

Sewbr  Extensions.  90  yards  of  9in.  Surface  Water 
Sewer,  Castle  Street  to  The  Works,  and  120  yards  of 
9in.,  St.  Andrew  Street  to  River  Exe. 

Closet  Accommodation.  Water-flushed  closets  are  the 
rule  in  the  town  itself.  In  the  Rural  part  of  the  Borough 
where  a  water  carriage  system  is  not  possible  the 
chemical  closet  is  gradually  taking  the  place  of  tiie  old 
eartli  closet. 

Public  Lavatories.  There  are  five  for  men  and  five 
for  women  in  the  town. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area.  Fhe  following  is  a 
classified  list  cT  inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector — 
Slaughter  Houses  ...  ...  750 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk  Shops  ...  272 

Food  Shops,  etc.  ..  ...  374 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ..  107 


Drains  Tested  ... 

Drains  Inspected 
W.C.  Accommodation 
Complaints  (various) 
Infectious  Diseases 
Factories  and  Workshops 
Piggeries 
Urinals 

Water  Supplies 
Houses  Inspected 
Re-Visits 


133 

>47 


327 

741 


65 


22 


23 

61 


26 


9 


4 


Miscellaneous  Visits  and  Inspections  ...  37 


3098 
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Removal  and  Disposal  of  House  Refuse.  During 
the  year  considerable  progress  has  been  made  regarding 
the  provision  ol  dust-bins  and  this  year  should  see  them 
in  general  use.  The  method  ot  collection  has  been 
continued  in  a  satisfactory  manner  and  has  been  extended 
to  include  quarterly  collections  of  indestructable  matter 
in  outlying  parts,  a  service  which  is  greatly  appreciated 
by  the  residents  there.  Steps  will  have  to  be  taken  to 
endeavour  to  reduce  the  quantity  of  combustible  refuse 
which  represents  a  very  large  proportion  and  varies  very 
little  throughout  the  year;  some  method  of  propaganda 
would  enable  this  to  be  considerably  reduced  during  the 
winter  months  and  would  not  only  reduce  the  nuisance 
caused  by  burning  this  at  the  tip,  but  would  considerably 
increase  the  life  of  the  present  site. 

The  system  of  organised  tipping  continues  satisfactory, 
but  would  be  ideal  if  the  combustible  matter  could  all 
be  destroyed  ;  under  present  conditions  this  is  impossible, 
particularly  the  trade  refuse.  If  the  public  could  be 
induced  to  reduce  the  quantity  of  refuse  to  a  reasonable 
minimum  (trade  refuse  being  collected  separately  and  a 
small  charge  made,  and  a  suitable  incinerator  with  forced 
draft  provided)  it  would  be  possible  to  deal  with  all  refuse 
in  a  satisfactory  manner  and  keep  the  tip  free  from  the 
nuisance  caused  by  fires  and  rats. 

There  have  been  cases  of  refuse  being  thrown  in  the 
river  and  circulars  have  been  distributed  to  all  in  the 
vicinity.  The  practice  still  persists,  although  there  has 
been  a  marked  improvement  ;  it  will  only  cease  when 
some  culprits  have  been  prosecuted  and  proceedings  will 
be  taken  w’hen  the  opportunity  presents  itself. 
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Sanitary  Work  executed  during  the  Year  : — 

Drains  opened  and  cleared  from  obstruction  ...  28 

New  Drains  atid  Inspection  Chambers  provided  31 
Drains  relaid  and  repaired  ...  ...  28 

Soil  Pipes  and  Ventilating  Shafts  repaired  23 

Yards  paved  and  repaired  ...  ...  31 

Floors  of  D  wellings  relaid  and  repaired  ...  74 

Walls  and  Ceilings  repaired  ...  ...  81 

Dampness  remedied  ...  ...  ...  30 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  70 

Stairs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  46 

Windinvs  repaired  and  made  to  open  ...  74 

Defective  Caves,  Gutters  repaired  ...  35 

Wa  ter  Supplies  laid  on  and  improved  ...  29 

Houses  cleaned,  re-papered  and  distempered  ...  66 

Additional  W  C.’s  provided  ...  ...  27 

Foul  W.C.’s  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  12 

[defective  W.C.  Cisterns  repaired  ...  ...  20 

New  Flushing  Cisterns  provided  ...  ...  19 

Offensive  Accumulations  removed  ..  ...  19 

Bakehouse  Contraventions  remedied  ...  2 

Slaughterhouse  Contraventions  remedied  ...  1 

daps  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  72 

Grates  and  Stoves  repaired  or  renewed  ...  73 

Dustbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  16 

Waste  Pipes  repaired  ...  ...  ...  26 

Chimneys  repaired  ...  ...  ...  21 

Kxtra  Ventilation  provided  ...  .  .  68 

There  were  2  statutory  notices  and  470  informal 
notices  served  and  practically  the  whole  of  these  were 
complied  with. 

Smoke  Abatement.  No  action  required. 

Disinfection  for  Bed  Bugs.  Happily  this  is  not 
required  in  Tiverton. 


Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  controlled  by 

Byelaws  and  Regulations. 

There  are  no  offensive  trades.  Underground  sleeping 


accommodation  does  not  exist  in  the  Area. 

Registered  Workshops. 

Failors  ..  ...  6 

Bakers  ...  ...  ...  n 

Milliners  and  Dressmakers  ...  7 

Saddlery  ...  ...  ...  3 

Joinery  ...  ...  4 

Cycle  Motor  Works  ...  ...  5 

Boot  Making,  etc.  ...  ...  3 

Smiths  ...  ...  ..  3 

Other  Trad  es  ...  ...  7 

49 

Other  Matters.  — 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  ...  Nil 


Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  Nil 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M  Inspectors  as 
remediable  under  Public  Health  Acts,  but  not 
under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901  ...  Nil 

Underground  Bakehouses  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  Nil 

Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces 

Form  572. 

Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces, 
including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or 
Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 

Number  of 

Premises  Written  Occupiers 


Factories  ... 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

Inspections 

93 

Notices 

8 

prosecuted 

Nil 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

61 

5 

Nil 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises) 

5 

3 

Nil 

Total 

159 

16 

Nil 

Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces 
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Form  572  (continued) 


0 

44 

i) 

(A 

<v 

u 

H) 

44 

0 

U 

(U 

44 

0  O, 

CA 

G 

2 

f/i 

u 

0 

C/J 

a; 

u 

M 

44 

3 

0 

.3 

o 

o 

<4-4 

Q 


Wi 

0) 

X) 

a 

a 

Z 


4-» 

T3  •  2 

u  (U 

S' 

(D  G 

Pi  ^ 


T) 

0) 

5 

(U 

B 

(U 

Pi 


TJ 

c 

3 

O 


t/) 

i-i 

~B 

o 

cu 


Z  ^  ^  Z  Z  z:  z 


z  z 


o> 


z  z 


z  z 


ro 


:z:  z 


m 


z  :z; 


42 

>0 

.'o 


05 

Vi 

tj 

R 

'S 

.«o 

04 

R 


x 

V5 

0) 

c 


r3 

0) 


C 


7; 

u 

w 

O 

q=i 


OJ 


OJ 

> 

a; 

u. 

O) 

Tj 

v_. 

c 

V 


X 

V 

X 

OJ 

X. 


V 


42 


X. 

(U 

X 

3 

O 


C-c 

0) 

X. 


'O 

^  'W 

.r  3  c 


/; 


r3 

b/: 

X 

•  ^ 

a; 

4— < 

bx 

,  3 

CJ 

r" 

3 

r“ 

OJ 

.  ^ 

u 

3 

> 

Tb 

X 

u- 

’3 

w 

0 

)-i 

0 

C 

0 

4-1 

c 

i-> 

<u 

(U 

3 

r* 

5 

> 

0 

& 

4-> 

0 

tx 

<— 

C 

E 

U 

CJ 

CT3 


C 

?; 

c/) 


I 

I 

R 


JO 

’v3 


O 

u 

biD 

v- 

<u 

-a 


u- 

0 


c 


>50 


'ii 


Vs 

'■o 

R 


t: 

X  0) 
D-  u 
3  3 

U  ,  0) 

cj  bu 

O  C 

C^  Ji 

bx  ^ 

0)  J3 


O 


ro 


C2 


H 


Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7  and  8  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 
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Housing. 

Inspection  of  DweLLins^-hoitses  durins^  the  Yeav  : — 


I . 


(1)  (^/)  I  otal  luimbei'  ot  D welling'-houses  inspected 

for  housing'  detects  (under  Public  Health 
oi  Housing  Acts;  ...  ...  327 

{/))  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  741 

(2)  {n)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  ([)  abov^e)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli  • 
dated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  Nil 

[b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be,  in  all  respects,  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  .  .  ..  187 

2.  Re.medy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service 

OF  Formal  Notice. 

Number  of  Defective  Dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  161 

3.  Action  Under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year 

A. — -Proceedings  under  sections  17,  18  and  23  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1930  : 

(i)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  Repairs  ...  Nil 
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(2)  Number  of  Dwelling’-houses  whicli  were  render¬ 
ed  fit  after  service  of  Formal  Notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 

B. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  Detects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  which  Defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  Formal  Notices: — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owiiers  Nil 

C.  Proceedings  under  sections  19  and  21  ot  the  Housing 

Act,  1930  : 

(i)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 


Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  ot  Dwelling-houses  Demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  Nil 

13)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  undertakings  were  accepted  ...  16 


D, — Proceedings  under  section  20  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1930  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made...  ...  ..  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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K. — Proceedings  under  section  3  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925  : 

(1)  Number  of  D welling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  ot  Dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  B\  Owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ..  Nil 

(3)  Number  ot  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance 
of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  Nil 


F.  —  Proceedings  under  sections  ii,  14  and  15  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1925  : 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  .  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  havini^  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  Nil 


Twenty-four  new  houses  were  erected  by  private 
enterprise  during  1937. 


i6 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  Supply.  There  is  an  ample  Milk  Supply  for  the 
Borough.  The  quality  is  very  good  and  on  the  whole  it 
complies  with  a  satisfactory  standard  as  to  cleanliness. 
Frequent  inspection  of  the  cowsheds  and  dairies  shows  that 
genuine  attempts  are  made  to  improve  the  conditions  oi 
milk  production  and  distribution. 

Samples  of  Milk  are  regularly  submitted  to  a  special 
branch  of  the  Devon  County  Council  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  while  we  do  still  occasionally  get  unsatis- 
tactory  results,  reports  show  dehnitely  that  greater  care  and 
interest  is  being  taken  in  the  production  of  this  food 

Meat  and  other  Foods.  d'he  Sanitary  Inspector 
inspects  meat  regularly,  also  slaughter-houses,  butcher 
shops,  etc. 

The  number  of  carcases  partly  or  wholly  condemned 
as  unfit  for  human  consumption  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector 
were  as  follows  : 

Cattle  ...  13 

Pigs  ..  178 

Sheep  ...  96 

Apart  from  the  Great  Western  Railway  Co’s.  Slaughter¬ 
house,  where  sheep  and  pigs  are  slaughtered  for  the  London 
Market,  the  bulk  of  the  slaughtering  is  carried  out  in  the 
Town  Council’s  Public  Abattoir  at  Horsdon 
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The  action  of  the  Council  in  converting  this  slaughter¬ 
house  into  a  Public  Abattoir  has  fully  justified  itself,  and 
the  continued  increase  in  the  usage  of  these  premises 
necessitates  at  an  early  date  the  erection  of  a  new  and  up-to- 
date  Public  Abattoir.  This  question  is  receiving  the 
consideration  of  the  Committee. 

Food  Adulteration.  Thirty-six  samples  of  Foods 
and  Drugs  were  submitted  for  analysis  during  the  year,  all 
except  3  ot  which  proved  to  be  genuine. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  hixAMiNATiON  of  Food. 
The  routine  chemical  testing  t)f  food  samples  and  bacterio¬ 
logical  testing  of  water  is  carried  out  by  Mr.  Mitchell,  the 
Borough  Analyst. 

Dissemination  of  Knowledge.  A  good  deal  has  been 
done  informally  in  this  direction. 

Schools.  The  sanitary  conditions  and  water  supply  of 
the  Elementary  Schools  are  as  satisfactory  as  possible. 

Rag  Flock  Acts.  No  action  taken. 


Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  and  other 

Diseases. 

There  were  six  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  1937,  rH 
of  which  were  of  a  mild  type. 


i8 

Diphtheria  Immunization.  A  follow-up  campaign 
was  held  at  the  schools  in  the  town  during  the  year. 
As  the  children  had  been  immunized  two  years  previously, 
it  was  only  the  first  arrivals,  i.e.,  5  and  6  year  olds 
which  remained  to  be  dealt  with.  Unfortunately  parents 
are  rather  chary  of  having  tiieir  younger  children  immunized 
and  consequently  there  were  only  65%  of  consents. 
These  received  a  dose  of  i  c.c.  A.P.T.  followed  by  '5  c.c. 
of  the  same  material  14  days  later.  There  were  no 
troublesome  reactions  whatever. 

The  Schiek  test  was  only  used  to  a  limited  extent. 


I  consider  that  the  value  of  diphtheria  immunization 
has  been  evident  by  the  very  definite  decrease  in  the 
incidence  of  this  disease  during  the  past  3-4  years. 

Diphtheria.  Only  one  case  of  this  disease  occurred 
in  1937,  Wcis  in  a  girl  of  age  16. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during 


the  Year  1937. 

Total  cases 

Cases  admitted 

Total 

Disease. 

notified. 

to  Hospital. 

Deaths 

Small  Pox 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

6 

3 

0 

Diphtheria 

I 

I 

0 

Enteric 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

2 

0 

Puerperal  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

13 

4 

4 

Erysipelas 

5 

3 

0 

Acute  Anterior  Polyomyelitis 

I 

I 

0 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

0 

0 

0 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorium 


No  cases  notified 
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Notifiable  Diseases  fcontd.).  Age  Incidence. 
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Tuberculosis.  New  Cases  and  Mortality  in  1937. 

NEW  CASES.  DEATHS. 

Age  Period.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary 

MF  MF  MFMF 

O 

I 


5 

10 

15  I 

20 

25 

35  I 

45 

55 

65  and  over 


I 

I 


I 


I 


Totals  23  III 


Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis  Regula¬ 
tions,  1925).  No  action  taken. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  No  action  taken. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  F.  Langmead,  and 
also  to  Mr.  A.  H.  Mitchell  for  their  kind  help  during  the 
past  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  NICHOLSON, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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